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   Well, it's finally done. All the elements are now in place to

begin testing the AEA electronic information network (AEANET).

On January 31st we completed the necessary arrangements to

activate two lists on LISTSERV at The University of Alabama. As

recommended in our last committee report (and approved by the

board at their meeting on January 28th) one list, EVALTALK, is

open for discussions of evaluation issues and the other list,

EVALINFO, is a moderated top-down list for the dissemination of

information to AEA members and other interested parties.  We

have also installed a fileserver in conjunction with EVALINFO

that will allow subscribers to request files (documents) stored

on the server.

   The rest of this message describes the configuration and use

of the lists and the fileserver.  We are using the term AEANET

to describe all the components making up the AEA electronic

information network.  Currently, these components include two

lists and a fileserver (all open to the public).  Once the

network has been tested, AEANET may be expanded to include

other components such as a Gopher server, full FTP archives,

a sanctioned USENET newsgroup, and a World Wide Web site.

1.0  Short Instructions to Getting on AEANET

     When you subscribe to either of the AEANET lists, you

     will be sent a message containing more detailed infor-

     mation concerning the network and using its resources.

     Therefore, the following instructions only describe

     how to subscribe to each list.

1.1  The AEA <discussion> List

     EVALTALK was established to provide a vehicle for open discussions

     concerning evaluation issues.  Although sponsored by the American

     Evaluation Association (AEA), the list is open for use by anyone.

     To subscribe to EVALTALK, send e-mail to LISTSERV@UA1VM.UA.EDU.

     The body of the message should read:

                 SUBSCRIBE EVALTALK FirstName LastName

     Replace the terms FirstName and LastName with your first and last

     names.  You will be automatically added to the list and will be

     sent a copy of the current information file.  If you do not

     receive an acknowledgement from EVALTALK within a reasonable time,

     check with your local computer resource personnel to see if your

     local mailer provided your valid e-mail address on submissions to

     LISTSERV.  If you still cannot subscribe, send a request explaining

     the problem to EAL@UA1VM.UA.EDU (the Evaluation and Assessment

     Laboratory at The University of Alabama).  Be sure to include

     your correct e-mail address in the request.

1.2  The AEA <information> List

     EVALINFO was established to provide a vehicle for the distribution

     of approved information and files related to the theory and practice

     of evaluation.  Although sponsored by the American Evaluation

     Association (AEA), the list is open for use by anyone.

     To subscribe to EVALINFO, send e-mail to LISTSERV@UA1VM.UA.EDU.

     The body of the message should read:

                 SUBSCRIBE EVALINFO FirstName LastName

     Replace the terms FirstName and LastName with your first and last

     names.  You will be automatically added to the list and will be

     sent a copy of the current information file.

     Sorry for the delay. Sometimes I will tell you the story.
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