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The Dilemmas

Researchers are pressed to 
“articulate the worth of their research findings 
to broader society and … effectively 
disseminate research to the broader public.”

Practitioners are pressed to 
“base their work on carefully designed and 
tested programs that have been empirically 
demonstrated to be effective.”

Urban and Trochim 
“The Role of Evaluation in Research-Practice Integration: Working 

Toward the ‘Golden Spike’” (AJE 2009)



The challenge



Logic Model



Logic Model



“Mining the Model”



Pathway Model

CCE Madison County: Choose Health Series
Pathway Model, May 2011
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Operationalizing this Concept

Activities Short Term 
Outcomes

Mid Term 
Outcomes

Long-Term 
Outcomes

*Adapted from model developed by Chip Malone, 
CCE Genesee County, NY

4-H Energy Smart Camps 
Program* 



Key Pathways

Activities Short Term 
Outcomes

Mid Term 
Outcomes

Long-Term 
Outcomes

*Adapted from model developed by Chip Malone, 
CCE Genesee County, NY

4-H Energy Smart Camps 
Program* 



Value of Pathway Models for Literature Searches

Highlights Key Elements 

“Links” (connections)
 Key outcomes

Organizes the Evidence Base



Systematic Literature Search to Extend the 
Evidence Base

Procedure:

1) Identify targeted portion of key pathway 

2) Select appropriate database(s) 

3) Select initial search terms from program model

4) Assess and adjust keywords systematically 

5) Document process and findings at each stage

6) Analyze record of search results
7) Report relevant resources and search pattern data 

to program managers



Documenting the Literature Search

Article Search 
Terms A

Search 
Terms B

Search 
Terms C

…

Ref 1
Ref 2
Ref 3
Ref 4
Ref 5
Ref 6
Ref 7
…



Example

Activities Short Term 
Outcomes

Mid Term 
Outcomes

Long-Term 
Outcomes

*Adapted from model developed by Chip Malone, 
CCE Genesee County, NY

4-H Energy Smart Camps 
Program* 



Targeted Pathways and Initial Search Terms

Initial Search Terms taken from the LINK:
 Youth energy conservation behavior at summer camp 

increases energy conservation at home (yielded 0)
Youth energy conservation behavior at summer camp 

increases energy conservation at home (0)
Youth energy conservation behavior at summer camp 

effect on energy conservation at home (1/1)



Targeted Pathways and Initial Search Terms

Next: Getting TO Long-term
 Increasing youth energy conservation at home (0)
 Increasing youth energy conservation at home (0/2)
 Increasing youth energy conservation household (0/2)
 Increasing youth energy conservation at home (2/10 

from 46 total)
 Youth energy conservation home (0/10)
 Youth energy conservation household (0)
 Youth energy conservation camp (1/1)



Targeted Pathways and Initial Search Terms

Next: Going FROM the Mid-Term
 Camp Energy Conservation Effect (1/1)
 Camp Energy Conservation Effect (5/9)

 Energy Conservation Behavior Effect (4/12)
 Energy Conservation Behavior Effect (7/10 from 108)
 Youth Energy Conservation Behavior (1/1)
 Camp Energy Conservation Behavior (0)

 Conservation behavior camp (2/8)
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Concluding Comments 

Pathway Modeling 

 Helps the search stay focused
Provides direction for adjusting the search
 Keeps the search “close” to Program 

Manager’s vision and program logic


