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Books About Finding the Right Publisher

Luey, Beth, HANDBOOK FOR ACADEMIC AUTHORS, 5th Edition (Cambridge University Press: 2009). 


Practical advice on approaching publishers and on the writing process. 

Germano, William. GETTING IT PUBLISHED, 2ND (University of Chicago Press: 2008). 


Guidelines for working with editors by one who worked for Routledge. Includes electronic publishing issues.

Smedley, Christine et al. GETTING YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED (Sage:1993). 


One of the best-written brief guides for academic authors on how to get a book published.

Fortunato and Rabiner, THINKING LIKE YOUR EDITOR: How to Write Great Serious Nonfiction and Get It Published (Norton: 2003).

Rabiner, a past ed director of Basic books, gives detailed guidelines on how to publish for the trade (bookstore) audience and find an agent.

Thyer, Bruce A. SUCCESSFUL PUBLISHING IN SCHOLARLY JOURNALS (Sage: 1994).

A brief and very pragmatic guide to academic authors on how to negotiate the world of publishing in academic journals. 

Books About the Publishing Industry
Thonrnton, Patricia. MARKETS FROM CULTURE: Institutional Logistics & Organizational Decisions in Higher Ed Publishing (Stanford: 2004).

A scholarly study of what’s happening in higher education and its impact on academia.

Coser, Lewis, Charles Kadushin and Walter W. Powell, BOOKS: The Culture and Commerce of Publishing (Basic Books: 1985).

Scholarly work by 3 leading sociologists on the structure and operations of the book publishing industry.

Powell, Walter W., GETTING INTO PRINT: The Decision-Making Process in Scholarly Publishing (University of Chicago Press: 1988). 


An ethnographic study of the editorial decision-making process in two social science presses.

How to Turn a Dissertation into a Book
Luey, Beth. REVISING YOUR DISSERTATION: Advice from Leading Editors (University of California Press: 2007).

Tips from those in the publishing industry about how to turn your dissertation into a book.

Harmon, E. and I. Montagnes, THE THESIS AND THE BOOK, 2nd Edition (University of Toronto Press: 2003) 


Seven essays from different authors on how to turn a thesis into a book.

Books on Writing Scholarly Books and Articles
Becker, Howard and Richards, Pamela. WRITING FOR SOCIAL SCIENTISTS, 2nd Edition (University of Chicago Press: 2007). 


One of sociology’s best writers offers comforting and useful advice on the writing process. 

Silvia, Paul. HOW TO WRITE A LOT: A Practical Guide to Productive Academic Writing (APA: 2007).

Short book with good advice on writing tips with mostly psych examples.

Heath, Chip and Heath, Dan. MADE TO STICK: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die (Random House: 2007). 

Fun read on how to present complex concepts so that they engage and are memorable.
