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Why Infographics and 
Data Visualization?

Sense Making in an Age of Data Overload:

Implications for Evaluation Use



A	  MOOC	  (Massive	  Open	  Online	  Course)	  
on	  Infographics	  and	  Data	  Visualiza:on

• 5000 students

• 135 countries

• taught by Alberto Cairo

• Sponsored by the Knight Foundation
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Definitions

• infographics—summarize	  bite-‐size	  amounts	  of	  
data	  in	  a	  compelling	  visual	  manner

• data	  visualiza:ons—allow	  the	  user	  to	  sort	  and	  
analyze	  data	  (interac:ve)



Infographic



Infographic



Data Visualization



Visual Ethics

I shall not use visualization to intentionally hide or 
confuse the truth which it is intended to portray. I 
will respect the great power visualization has in 
garnering wisdom and misleading the 
uninformed. I accept this responsibility willfully 
and without reservation, and promise to defend 
this oath against all enemies, both domestic and 
foreign (Jason Moore).



Diffusion: Change Agents

• Tania	  Jarosewich	  -‐	  The	  American	  Evalua:on	  Associa:on:	  
Who	  We	  Are

• Ginger	  Fitzhugh	  -‐	  Survey	  Says?	  How	  to	  Visualize	  Survey	  
Response	  Rates

• David	  Fe@erman	  -‐	  	  Infographics,	  Data	  Visualizations,	  and	  
Evaluation:	  	  Helping	  Evaluators	  Empower	  Themselves

• Tools:	  	  Visual.ly,	  Easelly,	  and	  Infog.am


