Checklist Excellent Data Graphs
1) Concept

□ Yes, a graphical display is the best choice for the data/findings.

□ Graph displays appropriate & sensible comparisons.
□ Graph “tells a story”, aided by annotation.
□ No essential context was omitted.
□ Loss aversion was avoided. 

□ Data density was attained to best of knowledge.
□ Loss aversion & data density are in balance.
□ Self-sufficiency: graph could stand alone and be understood without narrative.

□ No “Secondary Axis of Evil” was used.

2) Design features
□ Removed all non-data ink (gridlines, 3-D, shading).
□ A sensible heading was created.

□ All axes are labeled correctly & sufficiently.
□ Axes have sensible, non-biasing starting point.
□ Axes don’t change their scale halfway through.

□ All text (including numbers, axis labels & annotations) is readable and intelligible.

□ Color scheme is not too shrill, no faint colors (yellow, light gray). 

□ Color scheme is chosen so that readability will be maintained if printed black & white.
□ Time series with money were adjusted for inflation.
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