Drawing instructions

Audience targeted
Students of participatory evaluation.

Time
The technique takes from five to ten minutes.

Description of the technique:

Ask your students to take a sheet of paper and make a drawing following these instructions: 

· Draw a circle.

· Draw a smaller circle over the previous circle.

· Draw two small triangles over the smaller circle.

· Draw two ellipses inside the smaller circle: two vertical ellipses and a horizontal one.

· Draw a curve line under the bigger circle. 

During the instructions nobody can ask any questions. It is important to keep silence. When you finish these instructions, gather all the drawings from the students. You will see the results. In spite of the fact that all students received the very same instructions the drawings are very different. There are different interpretations of “big”, “small”, “over”, “curve line”; people start drawing in different parts of the paper; makes figures of very different sizes… Each person interprets these words and instructions according to their previous experiences and mind framework. 

Teaching
This technique can be used as an introduction to participatory evaluation. When you use participatory tools you are allowing the participants to contribute with their own framework and vision of the reality faced by the evaluation. This allows enriching the information and knowledge gathered through the participatory process.

The Master Course where I teach evaluation is focused on the evaluation of development and cooperation programs. In this context, this technique also teaches you to see people as a resource rather than a problem: a resource for different ideas, approaches to reality, local and experienced knowledge…
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