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Background and Context 
• Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) 
• In 2007, foreign assistance totaled $103.5 billion. 

 



• Prescriptive Methodologies: 

o  82% mandated methodology 

o 28% indicated flexibility in methodology 
 

 

Findings Past Research 



• Short time frames = Quality?  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Findings Past Research: 

To submit 
proposal 

Submission 
to start 

Duration of 
evaluation 

Mean 17 27 67 

Minimum 5 1 17 

Maximum 30 106 180 



• Only 10% provided range for evaluation 
budget   

• Strict familiarity/experience requirements   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Findings Past Research: 



• Small sample (n=48) 
• Convenience sample  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Past Research Limitations: 



Strategies 



Not too prescriptive or vague 
Example: 



Plan in advance (2 months) 



Clearly define budget parameters 
• Evaluator or project budget range 
• Evaluation budget commonly suggested to be 5-10% of 

project budget 
 

 



Realistic time lines 
• Posting of TORS/RFPs to submission 2 months 
• Announcement to start of evaluation 1-2 months 
• Evaluation time line at least 3 months 

 
 



Realistic time lines 

Example: 



Provide feedback on proposals 



-$3,500 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Opportunity Cost  
• Cost approximately $3,500 to 

prepare one proposal 
• If 10 organizations submit 

proposals then $35,000 worth of 
work.  
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