
Presenting data in 
health professions 
program evaluation:

Stuart Henderson, PhD
Jenny Wagner, MPH
Julie Rainwater, PhD
Melissa Sullivan, BA
UC Davis Health
Schools of Health Evaluation

American Evaluation Association
November 14, 2019

Lessons learned



How do we effectively and efficiently 
present health professions program data 
to a variety of audiences? 

Guiding question



 Background

 Considerations

 Lessons learned

Overview



• New school—evaluate from the 
beginning 

• Collaborative relationship

• Arm’s length— “critical friend”

• Not focused on curriculum 
or accreditation

• Reporting to private 
foundation

Background



Develop a “story” or framework for 
reporting

Lesson 1



Lesson 1 develop a story



Lesson 1 develop a story



Focus on usability

Lesson 2



Then…
Lesson 2 usability
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Now…
Lesson 2 usability



Now…
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data 
placemats

Lesson 2 usability



Risk being innovative

Lesson 3
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Be intentional about design choices

Lesson 4



Student Diversity

Lesson 4 design intentionally



Turn to the health professions program and 
others for feedback

Develop a report that can be used in 
multiple venues with multiple audiences, 
including funders, advisory boards, 
faculty 

Not all innovations or ideas will stick

Considerations



Slidedocs: 
https://www.duarte.com/slidedocs/

Ripple Effect Mapping: 
https://extension.umn.edu/community-development/ripple-effect-
mapping

Report Design: 
https://stephanieevergreen.com/

Data Placemats: 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/ev.20181
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