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Minnesota affiliate
local arrangements
program reviewers

volunteers THANK YOU
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CONFERENCE THEME & PLANNING

delphi focus group

June
2011




CONFERENCE THEME & PLANNING

WMU Visiting Scholar
delphi  September

2011
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EERS
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EERS April 29 - May I, 2012
Seaview Resort
Eastern Evaluation Research Society
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5012  EERS CES & Now

task force meetings
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CONCEPTUALIZING COMPLEXITY

THE FAR SIDE® By GARY LARSON

“Ethnography as a
nonlinear dynamic

7
system

The Far Sice® by Gary Larson © 1984 FarWorks, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission




CONCEPTUALIZING ECOLOGIES

Evaluation

Linguistics
Thinking
Ecologically

Freedom Place



ECOLOGY OF PLACE

PITTSBURGH A TALE OF TWO CITIES
LIVABLE UNLIVABLE

s BN

Quality of Life
indicators industrial country



CONCEPTUALIZING EVALUATION
COMPLEXITY & ECOLOGY

Developmental Evaluation

Focus on nonlinearity
emergence

dynamic

adaptive

uncertainty and
coevolutionary




CONCEPTUALIZING EVALUATION
COMPLEXITY & ECOLOGY

Emergence of
evidence-based discourse and

practices in conservation,

environmental management \

Addressing methodological challenges %

Understanding principles of |
adaptive management 9@&-)




DEMONSTRATING THE
CONFERENCE THEME

Skill building session (109)

Nested Logic Models
Health Evaluation TIG



DEMONSTRATING THE
CONFERENCE THEME

Panel session (702)
Outcome mapping
Systems in Evaluation TIG



DEMONSTRATING THE
CONFERENCE THEME

Expert lecture session (795)
Inferences from
evaluations

in complex ecologies



DEMONSTRATING THE
CONFERENCE THEME PN
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Demonstration session (263)
Complex ecology in action
Environmental TIG



DEMONSTRATING THE
CONFERENCE THEME

Multipaper session (922)
Feminist approaches to evaluation research
Feminist Issues in Evaluation TIG
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RELATIONSHIPS ISSUES

Consider...

key interests
Interactions
variables

stakeholders

program

policy
project levels




RELATIONSHIPS QUESTIONS

What key interactions,
variables,

or stakeholders

do we need to attend to
(or not)?




RELATIONSHIPS QUESTIONS

Whose interests
and what decisions
and relationships
are driving context?
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RELATIONSHIPS QUESTIONS

How can evaluators attend to

Important interactions
amidst competing interests and values
through innovative methodologies, procedures,

and processes?
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RELATIONSHIPS AFRICVILLE
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RELATIONSHIPS AFRICVILLE
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Afncvnlle Relocation Report
Donald H. Clairmont Dennis W.Magill

Black Cultural Centre fcr Nova Scotia Librar

CIITOOC TS
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RELATIONSHIPS AFRICVILLE
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RELATIONSHIPS AFRICVILLE

Dalhousie
University

Department of Public Welfare

Africville
Halifax City Government
Nova Scotia Municipal Government

Canada & Beyond More government



RESPONSIBILITIES ISSUES

Require us to consider...

how our designs
delivery
and dissemination

are responsive
ethical
and equitable




RESPONSIBILITIES QUESTIONS

What responsibilities,

inclusive of and beyond the technical,
do we evaluators have

in carrying out our evaluations?




RESPONSIBILITIES QUESTIONS

In what ways

might evaluation design,
implementation, and utilization
be responsible

to issues pertinent to

our general and social welfare?




RESPONSIBILITIES QUESTIONS

How can evaluators
ensure their work
IS responsive, responsible, ethical, equitable,

and/or transparent
for stakeholders and key users of evaluations?




RESPONSIBILITIES AFRICVILLE

“The historical description and
evaluation of the Africville relocation had,
therefore, to be planned and executed at
standards of comprehensiveness,
thoroughness, and competence...”

-Clairmont & Magill, 1971



RESPONSIBILITIES AFRICVILLE

Africville Update —

February 24, 2010, Mr. Peter Kelly, Mayor of A\ AD!t OV TOF AITICVIHE
tax Regional Municipality presented a formal

ology to the tormer residents of Africville and to
eir descendants



S S BRI PN v Lo T

RESPONSIBILITIES AFRICVILLE




"
-
=
>
—
- -
b
<
v
—
—
—
=
A
=
-
(o
A
Ll
EE

e

g

T Yt

it o




RESPONSIBILITIES ICVILLE
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RESPONSIBILITIES AFRICVILLE
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RELEVANCE ISSUES

Consider issues like...

use
sustainability
scale

and strategy

for these same
programs
policies

and projects

we evaluate



RELEVANCE QUESTIONS

What relevance do

our evaluations have

in complex social, environmental,
fiscal, institutional, and/or
programmatic ecologies?



RELEVANCE QUESTIONS

How can evaluators

ensure that their decisions,
findings, and insights

are meaningful to

diverse communities,
contexts, and cultures?



RELEVANCE QUESTIONS

What strategies exist

for evaluators, considering

our transdisciplinary backgrounds,
to convey relevant

evaluation processes,

practices, and procedures?



Logic Model Use

]
|
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|

in Project Design in Project Implementation

Guiding

Framewoy - N
< ~ Communication
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RELEVANCE LOGIC MODELS



Logic Model Use l

in Project Design in Project Implementation —

[

ez
y Guiding

Framework

prescriptions & instances of use



Logic Model Use l

in Project Design in Project Implementation —

e
f/ Guiding

Framework

little systematic empirical research




LOGIC MODELS IN COMPLEX ECOLOGIES

CULTURAL INFLUENCES
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*Cultural/Sociopolitical factors are
emphasized throughout the evaluation

©2010 P. Frazier-Anderson, S. Hood. & R. Hopson. SOCI 0 Po LITI CAL I N F LU E NCES

All Rights Reserved.



CLOSING SUMMARY

Evaluation (in complex) ecologies

reminds us to consider
relationships, responsibilities,
and relevance of our

work and practice

A
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TAKING A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE
THURSDAY PLENARY

Linda Karen
Smith Kirkhart
Presenter Discussant




THE ROAD TO A FAIR FOOD SYSTEM
FRIDAY PLENARY

Oran Ricardo Katherine
Hesterman Millett Dawes
Presenter Chair Discussant



CLOSING SESSION
SATURDAY TOWN HALL
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s %=l  Signposts are important
‘ as we walk through our
world as evaluators.
Many things can guide
our journey, especially
the people we have
built trustworthy
relationships with.”

'g‘«:;- & /f |
photograph + 25 words
AEA2012closingphotos@gmail.com

by Thursday at noon
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