What does the 2012 President’s budget say about evaluation?

Content taken from “Winning the Future: President Obama’s Budget”

http://www.whitehouse.gov/winning-the-future/ 

Continue Efforts to Rigorously Evaluate Program Performance. [Summary]
In order to under​stand what works and what does not in the Fed​eral Government and thus better use taxpayer dollars, rigorous evaluations of results are criti​cal. Continuing its emphasis on rigorous pro​gram evaluations initiated in the 2011 Budget, the Administration is proposing new funding for 2012 for 19 evaluations that have the potential for strong study designs and that address impor​tant actionable questions or strengthen agency capacity to support such strong evaluations. These evaluations will assess, for example, the effectiveness of different strategies for improving college enrollment, persistence, and completion; capacity-building for the U.S. Agency for Interna​tional Development to help make rigorous evalu​ation a more routine aspect of their international development assistance efforts; and an analysis of ways to make the Federal workforce more effi​cient. In addition, an inter-agency working group is promoting stronger evaluation across the Fed​eral Government, and OMB is working with agen​cies to make information readily available online about all Federal evaluations that are planned or already underway. (pages 28-29)

Educating a Competitive Workforce.

…Our approach to investing in education is not just to direct significant resources to where they are needed, but also to ensure that those funds are being invested in programs that are effec​tive in educating our children. Over the past two years, the Administration has funded evaluations and required greater use of evidence in grant competitions, so we can see and fund what works. (page 32)

Funds Research and Development for the Military of the Future. 

The Administration is determined to adequately fund the Nation’s long-term scientific and technical needs—includ​ing those for national security—even within con​strained budgets. Accordingly, the Budget pro​poses $76.7 billion for research, development, test and evaluation, including $12.2 billion for early-stage science and technology programs. (page 63)

Allocates Resources to Support Counter​terrorism Efforts.

…The Administration will also introduce more outcome measures and program evaluations in this area to help improve program effectiveness. (page 66)

Helps Students with Disabilities Achieve Their Full Potential.

In addition, a new $30 million joint pilot with three other agencies will develop and evalu​ate innovative approaches to improving outcomes of children receiving Supplemental Security Income and their families. (page 69)

Restructures Narrow Education Programs Into Broad and Flexible Competitions that Fund What Works. 

Over the years, numerous small programs have been created to deliver edu​cation funding, yet many of them have not been evaluated for efficacy or have not been proven to make a difference. (page 70)

Helps States and Districts Do More with Less by Evaluating What Works and Paying for Success.

Now more than ever we cannot waste taxpayer dollars on programs that do not work. That is why the Budget includes signifi​cant resources to continue the Department’s ef​forts to evaluate investments launched under the Recovery Act and to initiate several new evalu​ations of interventions in adult and postsecond​ary education. (page 70)

Leverages Private Capital to Preserve Public Housing and Other Critical Afford​able Rental Housing. The Budget includes a $200 million demonstration project and rigor​ous evaluation of the conversion of up to 255,000 public housing units to long-term project-based rental assistance contracts that will leverage pri​vate capital to reduce the huge backlog of capital repair needs and provide tenants with a mean​ingful option to move to different neighborhoods. (page 95)

Fights Hunger and Expands Food Security Efforts.

…The Administration provides funding through bilateral assistance and a multi-donor facility ad​ministered by the World Bank for poor countries that make policy and financial commitments to address their internal food security needs. As​sistance helps countries increase agricultural productivity, improve agricultural research and development, and expand markets and trade, as well as monitors and evaluates program per​formance. (page 116)

Improves Services for Children with Disabilities.

The Administration proposes an interagency pilot, Promoting Readiness of Minors in SSI (PROMISE), to improve outcomes for chil​dren in the SSI program. With $40 million in funding between Department of Education and SSA, the Budget will provide competitive grants to test and evaluate interventions that success​fully improve child and family outcomes and result in children leaving the SSI program. (page 164)

Supports National Service. …The Budget also fo​cuses national service resources in those areas where service can achieve the greatest results for communities, and invests in program evalua​tion to determine what forms of service are most effective. (page 167)

Supports Innovative Non-Profits. Inno​vative solutions for addressing critical national challenges can only be executed with the capital to develop, evaluate, and replicate successful ap​proaches. (page 167)
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Want to learn more? Try these resources:

· "Analytical Perspectives" chapter http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Analytical_Perspectives/
This is where you will find a section titled "Performance and Management" which gives an overview of the Administration's FY2012 Evaluation Initiative. It also contains a truly fascinating picture of where OMB stands, not only on evaluation but also on some other important things like social indicators and cost-benefit analysis 

· The "Terminations, Reductions and Savings" chapter http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2012/assets/trs.pdf
The section recommends programs for either termination or education. You will see the significance that program evaluation plays in the budget narrative: the administration often cites "lack of evidence" that a program is working as a reason for recommending that a program be cut and/or a recommendation to redirect funding to other initiatives with a stronger focus on evidence-based practices.     

