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Study Purpose 
 

The present study sought to demonstrate the feasibility of 
using crowdsourcing to facilitate stakeholder-informed 

identification of criteria, determination of standards, and 
selection of relative weights for criteria.  



Study Design 
A state-level universal pre-kindergarten program provides a full day (6.5 hours) of 
supervision and developmental instruction for 180 days per year, beginning in late 
August and ending in early June. Children who are four years old are eligible to 
enroll in the program without restrictions based on their parents' income. The 
classes are limited to 20 students who are taught by a teacher and a teacher's 
aide.  

In 2012-2013 the program served 81,683 children, at a cost of US $293.9 
million.  
The stated goals of the program are the social, emotional and cognitive 
development of the children as well as preparing them for success in school. 
 



Original Study Design 









Phase One 
150 “HIT”s 

137 Valid Responses 

44  Responses 44 Responses 49 Responses 

222 Raw Criteria 219 Raw Criteria 244 Raw Criteria 

30 Clean Criteria 27 Clean Criteria 28 Clean Criteria 

Replication  
Condition 

Manipulation  
Check 1 

Manipulation  
Check 2 

Reminder: HITs are the tasks  
you post to MTurk 



Phase One 
150 “HIT”s 

137 Valid Responses 

5.75 hours “live” 
5 minutes average completion time 
$0.50 per HIT 



Phase Two 



Phase Two 
600 “HIT”s 

634 Valid Responses 

5 hours “live” 
6 minutes average completion time 
$0.50 per HIT 



Phase Two: Top Criteria 
Be safe  

Hire qualified teachers  

Provide supervision  

Increase children's cognitive development 

Prepare children for success in school 

Provide high quality developmental instruction for children  

Increase children's social development  

Provide healthy food throughout the day for the children  



Phase Two: Demographic Differences 

* Hire Qualified Teachers 
 
* Provide Supervision 

* Provide Developmental Instruction 
 
* Provide Supervision 



Just the Beginning…. 
Compare first trial to a second trial 

Phase Three: Setting Standards 
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