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Do You Want to Publish in Peer-Reviewed Journals?
Jhpiego's Resource Package for Aspiring Writers and Writing Teams

by: Eva Bazant, Young Mi Kim, Adrienne Kols, Linda Fogarty, and Anne Schuster

Why Publish in Journals?

® Contribute to the growing knowledge
of intervention effectiveness

B Showcase the organization’s
technical excellence and lessons
learned

B Create legacy: published literature is
accessible online after the program
ends

® Know that increasingly, sponsors
are interested, and competitors are
publishing

What Conditions Support Writing Teams?

Growing
Journal
Publications

Jhpiego’s Resource Package was developed by Adrienne
Kols and led by Young Mi Kim—Winner of the American
Evaluation Association’s (AEA) 2015 Alva and Gunnar
Myrdal Evaluation Practice Award

affiliation: Jhpiego

What Is in the Resource Package?
Resource Package: Three Parts

® Manual for lead authors
B Workshop session summaries and PowerPoint slides

1. Decide what revisions need to be made in the Discussion and Conclusions.

2-2.5 hours

« Person(s) responsible for drafting the Discussion and Conclusions
« Person|s) responsible for conducting the lterature review

1. A strong Discussion is well-organized. well-written. and shows how the findings
fit into the larger research context.

2. The Discussion section must go beyond local lessons leamed and explore the
mplications of the findings regionally and globally.

1. What comments and sugpestions did co-authors and internal reviewers make for
the Discussion? How should we respond to each comment and suggestion?

2. Do changes in the Introduction and Results sections require revisions to the
Discussion?
3. Are there any additional topics or issues that should be addressed in the
Discussion?
4. Does the Discussion generalize the findings beyond the local setting?
to &. Is the section on strengths and limitabons complete and sufficient?
6. Are the references appropriate and sufficient? Should other literature be cited?
7. Do the Condusions reflect the main messages of the manuscript?
B. Could the section be improved by:
- Reordering or reorganizing the content?
- Improving the flow within and between paragraphs?
- Rewriting the text more clearly?
- Cutting parts of the text?

How-to guides (44 two-pagers)

® Organized by audience and topic: for senior managers;
lead author; introduction to journal writing; working
with quantitative data; writing first draft; revising a
manuscript; readiness of manuscript for submission;
and after submission

B Each How-to Guide links to relevant Support Materials
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How to Select a Journal for Submission

It's Best to Decide Early

Choosing the right journal makes it more likely thar your paper will be accepred for publication and thar
it will reach the audience you intend. It’s best to decide early, before you begin drafting a manuscripr, so
that you can match the manuscript’s approach and format to a specific journal. (See GUIDE D5: How
1o Follow Journal Guidelines.) This will save time later, when you're ready to submit the manuscript.

Peer review: Always try 1o publish in a peer-reviewed journal because it will increase the credibility
#nd scientific weight of your manuscript. Peer-reviewed journals send manuscripts to experts in the

Support Materials

Metrics of journals for consideration
Tools and examples

Activities to practice

Glossary

Bibliography

Index

Tool 23: Using the PICOT Template to Write Research
Questions

The PICOT question format offers a consistent “formula” for developing answerable, researchable
questions in quantitative research. Writing these questions using the PICOT formar makes the rest
of the process of finding and evaluaring evidence much mare straightforward.

The PICOT template indudes the following five prompts:
P = Population/disease: The group of people studied; this could include people of a certain
ape, gender, ethnicity, or with a certain disorder.

I = Intervention or variable of Interest: Whatever has brought change to the sub-
population, for example, the health intervention tested in the study, exposure to a disease,
or a risk behavior.

C = Comparison: For intervention studies, this could be a placebo or standard care. For
observational studies, this could be people with no disease or without the risk factor
studied. Some studies may lack 2 comparison.

O = Outcome: Examples include the disease outcome, risk of disease, accuracy of a diagnosis,
or rare of occurrence of adverse outcome.

T = Time: Either the time it takes for the intervention to achieve an outcome or the length of
time participants are observed.
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Jhpiego Resource Package for Journal Manuscript Development

ADDITIONAL Training Material (Published November, 2014) - Adrienne Kols, Young Mi Kim, Hannah Tappis, Eva Bazant, Amy Thompson,
Vandana Tnpathi, Emma Williams, Supriya Sarkar, Rehana Gubin, and Linda Fogarty (Author), Chris Mermman (Editor)
INFORMATION
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New knowledge continues to emerge from global health programs as they are implemented in the field.
Published journal articles are a means of capturing this new knowledge as it emerges and disseminating it
globally. Published articles can discuss practice and policy implications of innovative program activities
and/or document evidence of program impact on health outcomes. In addition, these published articles can
point the way forward to even more effective program strategies and interventions, and leave a legacy “in the
literature” long after these programs end. This resource package, developed as part of an initiative that
encourages health professionals in the field to write and publish articles in peer-reviewed journals, supports
the effort to compile and disseminate a wealth of accessible programmatic knowledge and valuable
experience.




