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Availability of Slides
The slides from this talk (complete with my full speaker notes) and this list of resources will be posted to the AEA public eLibrary (http://comm.eval.org/) shortly after the presentation.  You may also obtain copies via e-mail. 

Abstract
This intermediate session will demonstrate how we conducted an a priori power analysis for a longitudinal, multisite cluster randomized trial of an early childhood science education program, then later revised it to accommodate budget changes suggested by the funder without compromising the viability of the study. We will cover how the research questions, design, and analysis plan informed the power analysis approach; the software we used; and what the input parameters required actually represent. Then we will discuss how we used both pilot data and relevant literature to choose sensible values for those inputs; the potential impact of varying those inputs; the assumptions we had to make; and how we accounted for likely consent rates and levels of attrition. We will emphasize throughout how the audience members may apply the process to planning their own large-scale evaluation studies to increase the ability to document results and improve competitiveness of proposals.  
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