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Start with 
a Sketch



Consider 
Form and 
Function 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/10/15/us/politics/swing‐history.htm



Final 
Assignment 
for Knight 
Center for 
Journalism 

Data 
Visualization 

MOOC



Reflect: 

Is the information clearly and correctly 
displayed? 

How easy is it to extract meaning from the 
display?



Maps show 
different  things:

World map – at 
least one member

US map – density 
of membership  



Free Mapping Tool: Open Heat Map



Step 1: Upload Spreadsheet



Step 2: Review Map



Step 3: Personalize Map



Step 4: Final Open Heat Map Version



Re-creating 
the graphic

Example 1

Word 
document with 
table to create 

layout 

Open Heat 
Source maps



Reflect:

Are the graphic forms appropriate for the 
nature of the information, story, and tasks 

the graphic should facilitate?



Line charts 
highlight change –
is that the story? 



Re-creating 
the graphic

Example 2

Maps and 
chart



Reflect:

Is the composition balanced? 

Are there empty spaces or cluttered 
areas? 

Is there a clear reading path? 

Is it easy to find information?



Add sub‐titles to 
support reading path



Re-creating 
the graphic

Example 3

Subheadings



Reflect: 

Does the graphic go a beyond the data? 

Is there original storytelling? 

Are there new data insights?



Provide additional 
detail about AEA

services



Example of 
effective 

annotation



Reflect:

Does the overall style follow principles of 
effective design?



Re-creating 
the graphic

Final version



Tips

Sketch your ideas
Practice analyzing infographics
Practice creating a few new types of visual forms

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/05/17/business/dealbook/h
ow‐the‐facebook‐offering‐compares.html?_r=0


