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CDC Framework 



Agenda  
● Review literature on utility of crowdsourcing 

using Amazon Mechanical Turk platform 

● Share design of NIH proposal to test 
crowdsourcing for a health policy evaluation 

● Implications for RoE and evaluation practice 

 



Context 
● Policy shift toward patient-centered processes 
● Data is expensive, time consuming to collect  
● Challenges with diversity, representativeness 
● Innovative, novel approaches could be tested 



RAND Corporation Study 
RAND Center of Excellence in Research on CAM Evaluation 



Aims and Methods 

Aim 1. Compare data 
Aim 2. Test coding, analysis 
Aim 3. Assess quality, efficiency 
 
 



Methods Notes 

● Participant selection 
● Data collection 
● Incentives 
● Limitations 



Implications for RoE and Eval Practice 

● Provide credible evidence 
● Provide low cost, time efficient methods 
● Patient-centered framework 
● Applicable beyond my narrow health policy 

application 



Proposal Status 
● Submitted as an R21 to NIH/NCCIH 
● Scientific review yielded competative score  
● Awaiting summary statement and funding decision 
● Will begin work early next year whether funded or 

not! J 


