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Evaluative Thinking is… 

…but not  

succinctly defined 

mentioned: 



How Evaluative Thinking fits in: 



How Evaluative Thinking fits in: 
Evaluative 

Thinking 



Evaluative Thinking is Both: 

and 



evaluation cognitive 
science 

education 

evaluative 
thinking 

critical 
thinking, 

teaching 
inquiry 

metacognition, 

‘evaluativist 
thinking’ 

Defining Evaluative Thinking 



Thinking  
Skills 

• Questioning 

• Reflection 

• Decision Making 

• Strategizing 

• Identifying 
Assumptions  

Evaluative  
Attitudes 

• Desire for the truth 

• Belief in the value of 
evaluation 

• Belief in the value of 
evidence 

• Inquisitiveness 

• Skepticism 



Identifying Indicators of E.T. 





Indicators of Evaluative Thinking 

Posing  
Thoughtful  
Questions 

Describing and  
Illustrating  

Thinking 

Actively  
Pursuing Deeper  

Understanding 

Expressing Belief  
in the Value of  

Evaluation 

Seeking 
Alternatives 
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Inventory/Scale 
Observational    

Checklist  

Macro-level          
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Capturing Indicators of E.T. 



Capturing Indicators of E.T. 



Learning More About E.T. in Context 



Next Steps 

• Piloting and improving these tools 

– They are available for download at: 
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eLKEC3flFDNuU8A 

– We welcome your feedback 

• Practicing and reflecting on ways to 

promote evaluative thinking 

• Examining the interplay of thinking, 

culture, and policy; role of social cognition 

• Growing a community of practice among 

those interested in evaluative thinking 

 

https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eLKEC3flFDNuU8A
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eLKEC3flFDNuU8A
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